
As we celebrate 35 years of the Pierre 
Toussaint Scholarship Fund / Program, 
it’s a privilege to be a part of the lives of 
so many awesome young adults.  This 
newsletter is full of wonderful articles 
from our scholars who are doing great 
work in their respective schools and 
communities.  We highlight alumni who 
are giving back with their time and 
treasure, and we list our 22 new scholars, 
who constitute the largest incoming class 
in the history of the program - students 
that will continue to grow and flourish in 
their school and church communities.                  
As you review this newsletter please keep 
our scholars & alumni in your thoughts 
and prayers, as we continue to grow and 
work with our young people!    

   Until next time, work hard & pray often! - Leah 
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Scholars, Adaugo & Nancy, in 

Cuba with Director, Leah (C ),              

in the Plaza San Francisco de Asis 

in Old Havana. 

 Scholars volunteered at P.O.T.S., in 

the Bronx, for a Day of Service 

(below);  Two Scholars served as             

lectors at a Mass with Cardinal Dolan 

at the Basilica of the National Shrine 

of the Immaculate Conception in                

Washington,  D.C., during a pilgrim-

age (right);  Scholars visiting our 

chaplain at Church of the Assumption 

in Crestwood, NY. (bottom right) 



WELCOME TO OUR NEW PIERRE TOUSSAINT SCHOLARS 

ARIANNA A. -  BOSTON UNIVERSITY  

St. Thomas Aquinas Church, Bronx / Preston High School, Bronx 

BRITNEY A. - HOWARD UNIVERSITY 

St. Luke’s Church, Bronx / The Beacon School, Manhattan 

YAMILEX B. - PACE UNIVERSITY 

Holy Cross Church, Bronx / Cardinal Spellman High School, Bronx  

CELESTINE C. - SUNY STONY BROOK 

St. Paul’s Church, Congers / Clarkstown High School, Congers 

DIANDRA C. - SUNY STONY BROOK 

Blessed Sacrament Church, Staten Island / Notre Dame Academy High School, Staten Island 

MARY LOU D. - COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY  

Immaculate Conception Church, 150th St. Bronx / Academy of Mt. St. Ursula, Bronx 

JHON D. - BOSTON COLLEGE 

St. Margaret Mary Church, Bronx / Cardinal Hayes High School, Bronx 

ALEXANDRIA D. - NORTH CAROLINA A & T STATE UNIVERSITY 

St. Charles Borromeo Church, Harlem / The Mary Louis Academy, Queens 

ERNEST F. - PROVIDENCE COLLEGE  

St. Margaret Mary Church, Bronx / Loyola School, Manhattan 

VINCENT G. - FAIRFIELD UNIVERSITY  

St. Catherine of Alexandria Church, Blauvelt / Nyack High School, Nyack 

PATRICK G. - UNIVERSITY OF BUFFALO 

Blessed Sacrament Church, Staten Island / St. Peter’s Boys High School, Staten Island 

AMEERA H. - SUNY NEW PALTZ 

St. Francis of Rome, Bronx / DeWitt Clinton High School, Bronx 

JONATHAN L. - HOWARD UNIVERSITY 

Vanderveer Park U.M.C., Brooklyn / Xavier High School, Manhattan 

ARIELLE M. - LOYOLA UNIVERSITY CHICAGO 

St. Ignatius Loyola Church, Manhattan / Notre Dame School, Manhattan 

MARIE-CLAIRE M. - MACAULAY HONORS COLLEGE @ LEHMAN COLLEGE 

Sts. Philip & James Church, Bronx / St. Barnabas High School, Bronx 

MARIE-ELISE M. - MACAULAY HONORS COLLEGE @ LEHMAN COLLEGE  

Sts. Philip & James Church / St. Barnabas High School, Bronx 

EMMA N. - SETON HALL UNIVERSITY 

Sacred Heart Church, Staten Island / St. John Villa Academy High School, Staten Island 

PHILLIP R. - FORDHAM UNIVERSITY 

St. Luke’s Church, Bronx / Cardinal Spellman High School, Bronx 

OLIVER R. - NEW YORK UNIVERSITY 

Blessed Sacrament Church, Staten Island / Msgr. Farrell High School, Staten Island 

MYLES S. - UNIVERSITY OF SCRANTON 

St. Therese of Lisieux, Bklyn / Xavier High School, Manhattan 

ELIJAH W. - LEHMAN COLLEGE 

St. Francis De Sales Church, Manhattan / Xavier High School, Manhattan 

JESSIE Z. - NEW YORK UNIVERSITY 

Church of the Assumption, Peekskill / Peekskill High School, Peekskill 



 Congratulations, you have been accepted to study 
abroad for the Spring 2018 semester in Madrid, Spain! At this 
point I had accomplished the goal I had in mind when I 
applied to NYU back in 2016. Madrid was the escape I 
needed to strengthen my native Spanish skills, my level 
of independency, and foster the growth of wanderlust in 
me. I was hesitant to accept my offer and, therefore, I 
waited until the very last day to say yes. As cliché as it 
sounds, Madrid was an eye-opening experience. I             
decided to challenge myself and take four Spanish 
courses; who knew that everything is harder in Spanish? 
Madrid is famous for their ham and croquettes; two 
things which I am not a fan of. Many had said that I 
would feel nostalgic during my first week… they were 
right. I had to get use to the weird eating schedules 
(dinner at 10pm??), no bodegas on every corner, no 

unlimited train service, and mentally converting everything from euros to dollars. I arrived in Madrid with no set group of 
friends. That quickly changed because by the end of orientation, I had walked into a restaurant with two girls, who would 
ultimately become like sisters. Madrid was the place where I put all my shyness behind me. This led me to create my first 
Student Life event which was a Broadway musical based on the movie, The Bodyguard.  

One of my favorite parts of studying abroad was the ability to travel every weekend. Many of my weekend trips 
were spontaneous, while some were planned to a tee. Portugal was a spontaneous trip that my friends and I went on to 
celebrate a birthday. It was a low budget vacation that was filled with unexpected surprises, lots of laughs, and amazing 
Indian food. For spring break, my friend and I decided to go all out and planned #2girls3backpacks7cities8days. We missed 
a train from Venice to Florence, but we still made the best of it. So many trains and buses were missed, the language             
barrier, despite my elementary level knowledge of Italian, the everyday pizza boxes and the desolate location of our 
Airbnb’s, all added to a spring break experience that we will never forget. We ended Italy with a special blessing from the 
Pope himself after attending the Stations of the Cross at the Colosseum. The other impactful trip I made was to Morocco. 
Despite Americans and the rest of the world having a negative view on this Muslim country, Moroccans are so welcoming. 
The homestay family that my friends and I stayed with opened their doors to us, Americans, and treated us as if we were 
family. Little did I know that I would leave Morocco having experienced such an intimate connection and with a little             
sister, Maura.  

My Madrid experience can be summed up in 5 words: being comfortable with being uncomfortable. Madrid has 
taught me to be independent, that it’s okay to cry here and there because home is 
far away, that a solid friend group is all I need, and that the world really isn’t that 
big and scary as it seems. I was able to find my place in Madrid by finding myself in 
Madrid - with the help of my four friends. By finding little things that reminded us 
of home and our own culture, such as the arepa restaurants or Takos al Pastor, and 
finding comfort in each other, we were able to adapt to and appreciate a culture 
that was very different from our own, although we shared a language. By                   
exploring Madrid and the other European countries, I have gotten a 
taste of how beautifully diverse our earth is and how important it is to 
understand that not everyone lives the same lifestyle as I do, and that’s 
okay. This semester has taught me a lot about my capabilities as an   
individual and I came home with this new perception of the world 
and my place in it. As a good friend said at the beginning of the                              
semester, “I’m here for a good time, not a long time.”  

Miss worldwide by Guadalupe Pimentel 



 

 

Scholars retreat @                                           

The college of new rochelle 

The Annual  Pierre 

Toussaint Scholars 

Retreat was held on 

Fri., June 22nd to 

Sun., June 24th at 

The College of New 

Rochelle.  The              

retreat leader was       

Fr. Jean-Paul Soler, 

Pastor of                         

St. Clement -                

St. Michael on 

Staten Island.   

Scholars participated 

in spiritual work-

shops, a service             

project and                     

fellowship! 



 

I had the opportunity to travel to Cuba with Leah, Brother Tyrone, as well 

as, one of my fellow scholar’s, Aduago. Cuba has always been one of the 

countries that I wished to visit, so to actually go was a dream come true. 

Cuba is such a beautiful country that’s rich in history and culture. It’s like 

going back to the 1950s with bright and colorful cars, and buildings built 

before Fidel Castro’s reign. As we arrived in Cuba, we had the opportu-

nity to go on a tour to visit the old and new Havana. We visited multiple 

historical spots such as the site where the missiles that were built for the 

missile crisis, the statue of Christ, el Morro, as well as, visited their largest 

cemetery. Personally, the cemetery was weirdly the highlight of the tour              

because it was very fascinating to learn how Cubans view and value life itself.  

As we walked through the cemetery, we saw large monuments that were built 

on top of the burial sites.  This was because, originally, the cemetery was for 

the wealthy. Over the years, they opened it up to the public in order to allow 

proper burial arrangements for everyone. Cubans believe that everyone                   

deserves to be buried and not cremated. Another highlight of our trip was 

walking through the Cuban streets and learning about their way of life. For 

starters, basic human needs such as health care, education and even the cost of funeral arrangements are 

covered through the government. In return, citizens do civil work to 

“pay back” those costs.  As you walk through the streets, life felt simple. 

It felt like everyone were the same and in the short time being there, 

there was no obvious signs of economic divisions.  Coming from a            

Hispanic household, it was also very fascinating to observe a different 

Spanish dialect. Their accents are so thick and beautiful that it was very 

cool to experience it first hand. Overall, the trip was an eye opener in 

every aspect. Thank you to the Pierre  Toussaint Scholarship 

Program for making this happen and allowing us to visit a  

different world outside of a world we are used to living in. 

MY TRIP TO CUBA by Nancy San Inocencio 



A semester in london by Julio Ruiz-Gomez 

During this past spring semester I had the incredible opportunity to study abroad in London, United Kingdom through the 
University of Notre Dame’s London Global Gateway program. While in London, I had to take five classes that satisfied both 
the general requirements of my university and my political science major, many of which focused on London or Europe. My 
two favorite classes were London Art and Architecture & European Politics. The former brought me all across the city teach-
ing me how London has grown and changed over the centuries and allowing me to see parts of the city I would have never 
visited if I had not taken the class. European Politics was interesting for a different reason. As the United Kingdom plans to 
leave the European Union, a topic I will be writing my senior thesis on, learning about European politics from within the 
United Kingdom was a unique experience that was immensely relevant to my course of study. Additionally, this class                
allowed us to visit and tour the European Parliament buildings in Brussels, Belgium which allowed us to physically interact 
with the institutions we spent the semester studying about. 

The semester, however, was not entirely about studying but also about being immersed in foreign cultures. With a dorm 
room in the heart of London, I was given access to a public transportation network that could take me anywhere in the city.  
I experienced what a truly multicultural and historic city London is through visiting places such as the Tower of London,           
St. Paul’s Cathedral, the Globe Theatre, and Brick Lane. Furthermore, living in London gave me a gateway to continental 
Europe. During my time in London I managed to take weekend trips to Paris, Rome, Florence, Venice, Barcelona,                
Copenhagen, Brussels (as mentioned above), and Prague. Although I only had a few days in each of those places it gave me a 
chance to see each city’s unique architecture, historical landmarks, and, of course, try the country’s delicious food. I also had 
the opportunity to occasionally talk to local citizens about their countries and their livelihoods which was insightful into what 
being a European and living in Europe is like. My personal favorite location was Barcelona. The city had the architecture of a 
coastal city with delicious tapas and paella, as well as, the Basilica de la Sagrada Familia which was breathtaking. 

Overall, it was an unforgettable and life changing experience. I met and travelled with people from my school I would have 
never met if I had not gone abroad with them and they are now some of my best friends. Additionally, I learned how to cook 
for myself and take care of myself in a new, foreign environment. I became a more worldly, mature person due to 
my study abroad experience and the Venerable Pierre Toussaint Scholarship Fund helped me afford this 
opportunity. Therefore, I’d like to end by saying thank you to all those who make the scholarship possible 
for blessing me with a gift that allowed me to have that wonderful experience. 

 
On June 28, 2018 the Pierre Toussaint 

Scholarship Fund Alumni gathered for a 

fun evening of fellowship at Duet 48 for 

a night of karaoke.  All enjoyed! 

On October 6, 2018 Pierre Toussaint 

Scholars who are alumni of Cardinal Spell-

man High School, along with PTSF Alumni  

& Chaplain, attended a scholarship brunch. 

On October 12, 2018 the Pierre 

Toussaint Scholarship Fund 

Alumni sponsored a lounge at 

Madison Square Garden for New 

York Knicks vs. Brooklyn Nets 

pre-season game.  Good Times! 



Capitols’ Stanley Cup hockey victory. I 
also had the honor of attending the “Stop 
Family Separation” rally in Lafayette 
square in front of the White House in 
which thousands gathered to denounce 
the atrocities occurring on the border. 
During this protest, Lin Manuel 
Miranda, the creator of Hamilton, 
America Ferrera, and Alicia Keys each 
spoke about the importance of keeping 
families together. 

My summer in D.C. not only 
guided me down a career path 
about which I am extremely              
excited, but allowed me to                
participate in my community 
around me. I am extremely               
thankful to my coworkers, my 
family, and the PTS family for your 
continued support and love.  

 

This summer I worked as the Carter 
Stephen Ainsworth fellow for the 
American Clinical Society’s (ASCP)  
Institute of Science, Technology, and 
Public Policy in Washington D.C.  The 
ASCP aims to influence public policy at 
all levels of government and within the 
private sector, serving as a catalyst for 
positive change. The institute creates 
resources and collaborates with federal 
agencies and other health care organiza-
tions on topics such as quality medical 
practice, healthcare workforce, public 
health, and more. 
 
The fellowship presented me with an 
opportunity to gain hands-on experience 
and insight into the synergies of science, 
policy, and practice in laboratory medi-
cine while building and strengthening 
professional skills, particularly in           
research and analysis. As a fellow, I was 
afforded numerous opportunities includ-
ing working alongside the most suppor-
tive coworkers, building on prior knowl-
edge and learning new subject matter 
every day, and exploring the city.   

My specific role involved conducting 
research, crafting recommendations and 
other educational resources on a variety 
of issues, attending briefings on Capitol 
Hill, and providing support for ongoing 
programs and partner meetings. I had 
the opportunity to write an ePolicy brief 
entitled “VHA Subcommittee Endorses 
Additional Pharmacological Testing” 
which has since been published in the 
ASCP’s July 2018 ePolicy edition. The 
piece emphasizes the potential of                
pharmacogenomic tests in anticipating 
variants in genes that may determine 
whether a medication could be either a 
potentially effective treatment or               
provoke side effects to a specific medica-
tion. In addition to this ePolicy piece, I 
also worked on researching and formu-
lating a recommendation for breast               
cancer screenings which will be incorpo-
rated into a larger project entitled 
“Choosing Wisely.” 

Each week, I spent four days researching 
and writing in my ASCP office and one 
day at a conference or hearing in D.C. 
One particularly interesting occurrence 
was a Senate hearing on drug prescrip-
tion prices in which Elizabeth Warren 
and Bernie Sanders were both in atten-
dance. I also had the opportunity to  
attend an oncology conference which 
emphasized the need for an evidence-
based path forward.  

A particularly exciting opportunity             
appeared midway through my internship 
and was a continuation of an opportunity 
I had over a year ago. I had the incredi-
ble opportunity to meet Cuban Ambas-
sador José Ramón Cabañas (center in the 
photo) along with my very supportive 
boss Jeff Jacobs (right) at the American 
Association for the Advancement of  
Science’s “The Path to U.S.-Cuba Health 
and Science Cooperation” panel. We 
spoke about mutual health care and              
science advances for the United States 
in Cuba, as well as my love of Cuba's 
energy and innovation. After my time 
studying in Cuba in March of 2017, I 
decided that education and health care 
would be my main areas of research and 
analysis. As a fellow, I researched health 
care provider disparities and the barriers 
present in rural areas of the United 
States. This article is currently under 
review for publication in Critical Values 
Journal.  

In addition to my work as a fellow, I 
created a “D.C. intern bucket list” with 
the goal of exploring Washington D.C. 
and delving into the neighborhoods sur-
rounding me. I visited 12 museums in-
cluding the National Portrait Gallery, 
the United States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum, and the National Museum of 
African American Culture and History. I 
also visited 8 memorials including the 
FDR, MLK, Korean War, World War 
II, Lincoln, and Jefferson monuments. I 
also attended a Washington Nationals’ 
baseball game, attended a Fall Out Boys 
concert, and was in the city during the  

Ascp fellow in Washington d.c. by Deanna Giraldi 



The Pierre Toussaint Scholarship Fund (PTSF) and Program was established in 1983 and is administered by the                     

Archdiocese of New York, Office of Black Ministry.  PTSF has provided scholarships to graduating high school 

seniors of diverse backgrounds from public, private and parochial schools throughout the Archdiocese of New 

York, to assist them with the educational fees and expenses associated with their college studies.  Students                     

selected into the PTSF are chosen based on their strong academic record, their active participation with their                 

parish and school communities, and their demonstration of good character and sound leadership ability.                     

Scholarship awards are renewable for subsequent, consecutive years of undergraduate and graduate studies, based                      

upon their meeting certain academic and service requirements.  PTSF also provides the scholars with ongoing                      

mentorship and advisement: spiritual, professional career, and personal.      

To obtain more information regarding and /or to support the Pierre Toussaint Scholarship Fund                                                         

contact the office at 646-794-2681 or via email at obm@archny.org.  

PIERRE TOUSSAINT SCHOLARSHIP FUND—OFFICE OF BLACK MINISTRY—ARCHDIOCESE OF NEW YORK                          

1011 FIRST AVENUE, 7TH FLOOR — NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10022  

 

THE PIERRE TOUSSAINT SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM IS A MINISTRY GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY                                          

THE BLACK & INDIAN MISSION FUND AND THE ALFRED E. SMITH FOUNDATION… 

AND PARTIALLY FUNDED BY THE CARDINAL’S ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP APPEAL.   

THANK YOU TO ALL THE SUPPORTERS OF THESE VERY SPECIAL CHARITIES, COLLECTIONS AND APPEALS! 
 

Guild for the blind by Vincent Wiedemann 

 The vast majority of people, myself included, enjoy complaining; grumbling about the difficulties and challenges of 
daily existence. While venting can be therapeutic, it also reveals how we understand and observe the world through the 
lens of our own capabilities. When I first worked for Catholic Charities in the summer of 2017, I did not fully comprehend 
the difficulties faced by disabled individuals. For the past two summers, the Pierre Toussaint Scholarship offered 
me the opportunity to work with blind teenagers through a program with the Catholic Guild for the 
Blind. The experience has had a profound effect not only on me, but also on all of the other participat-
ing scholars.      
 

 The program focuses on job training and honing skills for independent living, things that are important for all              
students. We learned to be sighted guides, maximizing safety and efficiency when walking outside familiar territory. 
Workshops presenting information about technological assistance for the visually impaired, resume writing, and service 
dogs were highlights. Additionally, visits to cultural institutions in New York City, such as the Intrepid Museum, the               
Museum of Modern Art, and NBC Studios were fun opportunities to immerse ourselves in the vibrant life of the city. On 
other days, students were assigned to a work site, training to complete specific required tasks for the teens to become 
more comfortable and proficient in a workplace setting. Learning to navigate public transit or perform chores necessary 
for employees in an office environment was a struggle for many of the participants. Although tasks were more challenging 
for them than for many sighted people, they approached issues differently in order to arrive at solutions. Some of the teens 
in the program also suffered from multiple disabilities and depression, which they struggled to overcome to be able to be 
successful in the employment sphere. 
 

 While their lives are certainly more difficult than many, they did not gripe about their situation. The teens possess 
the clarity and courage to understand that they face additional challenges, yet still strive to improve themselves. I came to 
understand that the greatest handicap is a failing spirit and that their resiliency opens the door to a bright future. As I 
walked to the subway after completing my second year in the program, I found myself reflecting on the courage students 
need to face the future. The world is a challenging place and life after graduation is a looming giant that imposes itself on 
all undergraduates, but after participating in this program, my perspective has shifted and I am less inclined to complain.    


